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IMPOLITENESS USED IN TED MOVIE 
 
ABSTRAK 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menggolongkan tipe-tipe ungkapan 
ketidaksantunan bahasa dan perbedaan jenis kelamin yang 
mempengaruhi frekuensi penggunaan ungkapan ketidaksantunan 
bahasa yang digunakan karakter-karakter di dalam film Ted. 
Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif untuk menganalisis 
data. Data dari penelitian ini adalah ungkapan-ungkapan yang di kutip 
pada percakapan yang digunakan oleh semua karakter yang 
mengandung unsur ketidaksantunan bahasa dalam film Ted. Semua 
data yang mengandung unsur ketidaksantunan bahasa yang di ucapkan 
oleh semua karakter pada film ini di analisis menggunakanm teori 
ketidaksantunan strategi Culpeper (1996). Hasil penelitian ini 
menemukan 119 data yang mengandung empat macam strategi yaitu 
bald on record, positive impoliteness, negative impoliteness, dan 
sarcasm or mock politeness. Strategi with-hold politeness tidak 
ditemukan pada penilitian ini. Perbedaan jenis kelamin juga 
mempengaruhi penggunaan ketidaksantunan bahasa. Hasil penelitian 
ini menunjukkan bahwa laki-laki lebih sering berbicara menggunakan 
ketidaksantunan bahasa dibandingkan dengan permpuan, meskipun 
perempuan juga kadang-kadang memakai ketidaksantunan bahasa 
pada saat berbicara. Namun keduanya tetap menunjukkan perbedaan  
ditinjau dari presentase penggunaan dan variasi strategi yang di 
gunakan. Disisi lain, peneliti juga menemukan lima strategi baru yaitu 
euphemism, dysphemism, epithet, racism, dan associate use physical 
resemblance. 
Kata kunci : tipe-tipe ketidaksantunan bahasa, perbedaan jenis 
kelamin, frekuensi ketidaksantunan bahasa, film Ted 
 
ABSTRACT 
The research aimed to classify the types of impoliteness and gender 
differences influence the frequency of using impoliteness in utterances 
that used by the characters of Ted movie. This research is a descriptive 
qualitative method. The data of this research are the utterances 
excerpted of conversation which are produced by all the characters 
with containing impoliteness strategy in Ted movie. All the data of 
impoliteness work used by the characters of the movie is analyzed 
using impoliteness strategies proposed by Culpeper (1996). The result 
of the study found 119 data containing of four types of impoliteness 
there are bald on record, positive impoliteness, negative impoliteness, 
2 
 
and sarcasm or mock politeness. Withhold politeness strategy is 
excluded. Gender differences influence the accuracy of impoliteness. 
The result showed that male was often speak impolite than female, 
although female speak impolite too, but the frequency rates of the 
types of strategies and variation output deployed by male and female 
show differences. In addition, the researcher also found five strategies 
there are euphemism, dysphemism, epithet, racism, and associate use 
physical resemblance. 
Keywords : types of impoliteness, gender differences, frequency 
of impoliteness, Ted movie 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
Language is a key of communication to convey something like opinions, 
ideas, or feelings. Basically, languages are united in life. Human as a social beings 
need language to communicate, to deliver aspirations or to express their minds 
and feelings. Lakkof (1980) proposes two rules of pragmatic competence: be clear 
and be polite. First rule, be clear is really Grecian Cooperative Principle in which 
she renames the rules of conversation. Second rule, be polite consist of a sub set 
of three rules: don’t impose, give options, make other people feel good – be 
friendly. Holmes (1992:306) says that a polite person makes other people are able 
to feel comfortable. So politeness involves how one can make others feel more 
pleasant. 
Beside politeness, there is the opposite phenomenon called impoliteness. 
According to Leech (1983:181) impoliteness is an interaction that depraves the 
norm of politeness. Impoliteness includes all the negative actions that can lead to 
negative behavior in a certain context of a social interaction. Basically, 
impoliteness has several synonyms in the English language and somehow they all 
refer to the evaluation of negative behavior because they attack somebody’s 
identity or rights, and they cause specific emotional reactions, e.g. hurt, anger 
(Culpeper, 2010). It has been directly associated with the intentions of the speaker 
and perception of the hearer. 
Many of utilizing impoliteness occur because people are not aware and less 
knowledge about impoliteness it’s self that actually have the impact, like it can 
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make the hearer felt dislike or offended even more anger with what are we said. 
People usually communicate used impolite when express their feelings like 
emotion, disappointed, anger, and also mocking or defiant somebody. 
Impoliteness divided into two groups; in writer and utterance. We can see of 
utilizing impoliteness strategy at media online like youtube, blog, television, film, 
etc. 
The researcher interested to study the impoliteness phenomenon occurs in 
movie. The researcher conducts Ted movie is a 2012 American comedy film 
directed by Seth MacFarlane. This film tells the story of John Bennet, a man 
whose childhood wish of bringing his teddy bear to life came true, now he must 
decide between keeping the relationship with the bear or his girlfriend, Lori. This 
type is fantasy comedy film that released on the 29th of June, 2012 and grosses a 
total $218,628,680 in United States. Ted movie also gets 27 nominations, which 
one is Oscar Nomination and 13 won. (www.imbd.com/title/ttl637725/)  
The story is revealed in a unique way which contains a lot of humor. 
However, there are a number terms of words which are not easily understood by 
most people and in fact, those kinds of words contain impolite elements can be 
categorized as elements of impoliteness. There are several utterances which 
contain expressions considered as impoliteness. 
Below is an example from the movie: 
JOHN : Let me ask you something, you don’t think shes 
going to be expecting something big do you? 
TED  : What...like anal? 
JOHN : -No... like a circular gold thing on the finger 
TED : Oh fuck that. Its been 4 years Johnny. You and me 
have been together for 27 years. Wheres my ring? 
huh... Wheres my ring asshole? Wheres my ring 
motherfucker? Put it on my fuzzy finger you fuck. 
In the conversation above, the bold utterance can be categorized as impoliteness. 
John asks Ted to give opinion whether John’s girlfriend (Lori) expecting 
something big when they date for celebrate 4 years in relationship tomorrow. Ted 
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answers with a joke using the word anal. Then John explains that he means is 
ring. Ted shocks and anger with John’s plan, he says the words asshole, 
motherfucker. Ted even says the word you fuck. According to Cambridge 
Dictionary, anal refers to the hole in your bottom through which solid waste 
leaves your body, relating to the anus. Asshole refers to an unpleasant or stupid 
person. Motherfucker refers to an extremely insulting name for someone you hate 
or for someone who has made you angry. This is certainly very contrary to the 
norms of politeness. The word used is very taboo and it is something very 
sensitive which is not deserved to be spoken against others. The word is also very 
unpleasant thing to do. 
In generally the study of impoliteness was done by another researcher with 
varieties of media. First, impoliteness strategy thorough education research in 
teaching impoliteness (Ahmadi & Soureshjani, 2011; Mohammadi & Tamimi, 
2013; Mughford, 2014; Tajeddin, Alemi&Razzaghi, 2014; Saidi & Khosravi, 
2015). Second, impoliteness strategies used in verbal communication or everyday 
communication, like debate and speech, impoliteness in different language, and 
also cross cultural (Kitamura, 2000; Chang, 2008; Rahyono, 2009; Methias, 2011; 
Kuntsi, 2012; Marlangeon & Juez, 2012; Aydınoğlu, 2013; Fauzi, Ibrahim, 
Maros, 2013; García, 2014; Ratnawinata, 2014; Shafizedah, 2014). Third, 
impoliteness strategies used in media telecommunication from television and 
networking website (Furman, 2011; Wibowo & Kuntjara, 2012). The last, 
impoliteness strategies from movie and its manuscript to analayze what are the 
impoliteness strategies used and the factor influences those strategies (Shofyah, 
2015; Wicaksono, 2015). 
The researcher want analyzes impoliteness to avoid the employing of 
impoliteness and press the possibility utilizing impoliteness as well as to 
complement the previous study. Movie became the object of this research because 
movie is one of the reflection of everyday language, and also movie is the media 
entertainment that often watched by all people which are not restricted of age 
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differences or gender differences. The researcher chooses comedy genre in Ted 
movie, because in this movie contains a lot of impoliteness utterance.  
Based on explanation above, this research is to examine the impoliteness 
strategy used by the characters in Ted movie by applying Culpeper’s theory 
(1996). The researcher conducts this study entitled “Impoliteness Utterance Used 
in Ted Movie (2012)”. 
 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
The types of this research is descriptive qualitative. This research intends to 
classify the types of impoliteness strategies and gender differences which 
influence the frequency of the used of impoliteness found in data sources. The 
data of this study is utterance excerpted which contain impoliteness used by the 
characters in Ted Movie. The method of collecting data is documentation. From 
the collected data, the researcher analyzed the data based on theory by Culpeper 
(1996) related to types of impoliteness strategies. 
 
3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
The researcher used Culpeper’s (1996) theory to classify the impoliteness 
strategies. Culepeper divided five impolitness strategies, but in this study, the 
researcher only found four startegies there were bald on record, positive 
impoliteness, negative impoliteness, and sarcasm or mock politeness. With-hold 
politeness are executed. In analyzing the data, the researcher found 119 data 











Diagram 4.2. Percentage of Impoliteness Strategies  
 
The diagram above shows there were 119 data containing types of 
impoliteness. Generally positive impoliteness presented the dominant frequency 
of all types of impoliteness. There were 85 data of Positive Impoliteness strategy 
containing five sub-strategies (71%). The second position was Negative 
Impoliteness strategy represented by 20 data (17%) on containing four sub-
strategies. The third position was Bald on Record strategy represented 11 data 
(9%). The lowest-rank frequency is Mock or Sarcasm Politeness which 3 data 
(3%).  
In this analysis, the researcher used table to show the gender differences of 
using impoliteness strategies found in Ted movie. Then the researcher writes the 
descriptive essay of table for more detail. 





Male Female Subtotal 
Freq % Freq % freq % 
1. Bald on Record 8 7% 3 2% 11 9% 
2. Positive Impoliteness       
9% (11 data) 
71%  (85 data) 
17% (20 data) 





























b. Exclude the other - - - - 
c. Disassociate  - - - - 
d. Be disinterested 1 1% 1 1% 
e. Use inappropriate 
identity markers  
- - - - 
f. Use obscure or 
secretive language  
- - - - 
g. Seek disagreement  - - - - 
h. Make the other feel 
uncomfortable  
2 2% - - 
i. Use taboo words 46 39% 9 8% 
j. Call the other names 16 13% 6 5% 















17% b. Scorn or ridicule 10 8% 3 2% 
c. Invade the other's 
space 
1 1% - - 
d. Explicitly associate 
the other with a 
negative aspect 
2 2% - - 
e. Put the other's 
indebtedness on 
record 
- - - - 
4. Mock politeness 2 2% 1 1% 3 3% 
5. With-hold politeness - - - -   




The first, bald on record strategy, male used as many as eight times or 7% 
whereas female only three times or 2%. The second, positive impoliteness 
strategies are the high percentage of male and female. Male used 68 data or (57%) 
while female 17 data or (14%). The third, negative impoliteness strategies, male 
used as 15 data (15%) while female with only three data (2%). The last, Sarcasm 
or Mock-Politeness is the lowest percentage, male used for two data (2%) while 
female only used once (1%).It can be concluded that male was often speak 
impolite in speech than female. 
From the table above, positive impoliteness output strategies which often 
used in this movie with the high percentage are use taboo words, male used as 46 
data or 39% while female used as nine data or 8%. The second position is call the 
other names, male used as 16 data or 13% while female used as six data or 5%. 
The third is ignore, male used as three data or 2% while female used only once or 
1%. The fourth is be disinterested, male used as once or 1% so do female used 
once or 1%. An the last is make the other feel uncomfortable, male used as 2 data 
or 2%, while female were not used this output. 
From the table above, negative impoliteness strategies which often used in 
this movie with the high percentage are condescend, scorn or ridicule output while 
the lowest percentage are invade the other space output. Male used condescend, 
scorn or ridicule as 10 data or 8%, while female only 3 data or 2%. Female only 
used one output, while male used four output of five sub strategy there were 
frighten as 3% or 4 data, condescend, scorn or ridicule as 10% or 13 data , invade 
the other’s space as 1% or 1 data, and explicitly associate the other with a 
negative aspect as 2% or 2 data. Put the other's indebtedness on record identity 
markers output are excluded. 
The researcher also found new strategy which resemble with Culpeper’s 
output strategy. The researcher divided into five output, there were Associate use 
physical resemblance, Epithet, Euphemism, Dysphemism, and Racism. Below are 
the examples data based on the researcher’s new theory: 




2) Donny : Yes you are my little chipmunk. Happy playtime 
(121/TED/NEW/EPITHET) 
3) TED : now hang on there, your daddy likes you to show good  
manners, right Tubby McFatfuck 
(122/TED/NEW/EPITHET) 
4) TED : thats because everyones mouth is usually full of your wife's box 
(126/TED/NEW/EUPHEMISM) 
5)  TED : Down here, not looking up your towell, swear to God. 
Not looking up your towell, not looking at your funny business. 
(129/TED/NEW/ EUPHEMISM) 
6) TED : Yes, you are. So shut your meat hole for a second and listen to  
me! 
(130/TED/NEW/ DYSPHEMISM) 





Based on the data analysis and discussion of findings, the researcher draws 
the conclusion as follow: 
4.1 Types of impolite utterances  
This research found 119 data containing of types of impoliteness in 
utterances used by the characters in Ted movie. The most dominant strategy 
appear is Positive Impoliteness with 85 data consist of five sub strategy 
those are ignore, be disinterested,  make the other feel uncomfortable, use 
taboo words, and cal the other names.  The second position is Negative 
impoliteness with 20 data consist of four sub strategy those are frighten, 
scorn or ridicule, invade the other’s space, and explicitly associate the other 
with a negative aspect. The third position is Bald on Record strategy with 11 
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data. The lowest percentage is Sarcasm or Mock Politeness with three data. 
In addition, the researcher also found new strategy which resemble with 
Culpeper’s output strategy. There were Associate use physical resemblance, 
Epithet, Euphemism, Dysphemism, and Racism 
4.2 Gender differences influence the use of impoliteness 
This research found gender differences of using impoliteness 
strategies in Ted movie. The findings showed that male use more 
impoliteness than female in their speech, and the frequency rates of the 
types of strategies deployed by male and female show differences. Male 
also used much strategy output than female. Male used 5 of 10 positive 
impoliteness sub strategies by Culpeper (1996) there were ignore, be 
disinterested, make the other feel uncomfortable, use taboo words, and call 
the other names. While female only used 4 sub strategies, make the other 
feel uncomfortable are excluded. In negative impoliteness, male used 4 of 5 
sub strategies by Culpeper (1996) there were frighten; condescend, scorn or 
ridicule; invade the other’s space; and explicitly associate the other with a 
negative aspect. While female only used one sub strategies there was 
condescend, scorn or ridicule. 
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